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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1,16 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claims 1 and 16 recite the limitations "a first subscriber associated with a first 
party" and "a second subscriber associated with a second party". It is unclear whether 
"party" is referring to the device(s), the system(s), the company (companies), the 
human(s), etc. Therefor, making the claim indefinite. 

Claim 1 recites the limitation "the other subscriber" (in line 4). It is unclear 
whether "the other subscriber" is in relation with "a first subscriber" (in line 1) or a 
second subscriber (in line 2) or both of them; therefor, making the claim indefinite. 

Claim 29 recites the limitations "a first party associated with a first subscriber" 
and "a second party associated with a second subscriber". It is unclear whether "party" 
is referring to the device(s), the system(s), the company (companies), the human(s), 
etc. Therefor, making the claim indefinite. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
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2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-4, 6-10, 6-10, 14-17, 19-21 and 23-65 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Amin (US-6,373,931). 

Regarding claim 1 , Amin discloses a method of billing a first subscriber (wireless 
subscriber) associated with a first party (wireless subscriber 10) to a call (fig. 3, step 
301) or a second subscriber associated with a second party (wireline subscriber 70) to 
the call in a telecommunication network (fig. 1 ) for variable charges associated with the 
call normally billed to the other subscriber (fig. 3, steps 301-308), the method including 
the steps: 

a) providing a charge-all mode ("payment responsibility" and fig. 3, steps 301- 
308) whereby the first party or first subscriber can arrange to have the first subscriber 
billed for variable charges associated with the call that are normally billed to the second 
subscriber (fig. 3, steps 302-303 and 305-308) and the second party or second 
subscriber can arrange to have the second subscriber billed for variable charges 
associated with the call that are normally billed to the first subscriber (fig. 3, steps 302- 
304); 

b) connecting the call between the first party and the second party (fig. 3, step 

301); 
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c) determining whether charge-all mode has been arranged for the first 
subscriber (fig. 3, steps 302-304); 

d) determining whether charge-all mode has been arranged for the second 
subscriber (fig. 3, steps 302-303 and 305-308); and 

e) if charge-all mode has been arranged for at least one, but not both, of the first 
and second subscribers, billing the subscriber associated with the at least one 
subscriber for variable charges associated with the call that are normally billed to the 
other subscriber (fig. 3 and its description). 

Regarding claim 2, Amin discloses the method set forth in claim 1 wherein the 
providing step includes providing a telephone device adapted for the first party to 
activate and cancel the charge-all mode (col. 3, lines 20-63). 

Regarding claim 3, Amin discloses the method set forth in claim 2 wherein the 
telephone device includes a special key for activation and cancellation of the charge-all 
mode (col. 3, lines 55-58). 

Regarding claim 4, Amin discloses the method set forth in claim 1 wherein the 
providing step includes providing a customer service operation to the first subscriber to 
activate and cancel the charge-all mode, wherein the customer service operation is 
associated with a wireless service provider associated with the first subscriber (col. 3, 
lines 20-63). 
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Regarding claim 6, Amin discloses the method set forth in claim 1 wherein the 
providing step includes providing logic adapted to detect activation and cancellation of 
the charge-all mode by the first party, first subscriber, second party, and second 
subscriber (col. 3, lines 20-63). 

Regarding claim 7, Amin discloses the method set forth in claim 1 wherein the 
charge-all mode provided includes at least one of a continuous charge-all mode and a 
per-call charge-all mode (col. 4). 

Regarding claim 8, Amin discloses the method set forth in claim 7 wherein the 
first or second party activates the charge-all mode prior to origination of the call and the 
charge-all mode provided is a continuous charge-all mode (col. 4). 

Regarding claim 9, Amin discloses the method set forth in claim 7 wherein the 
first or second party activates the charge-all mode prior to the connecting step (step b)) 
and after origination of the call and the activating party selects between activation of the 
continuous charge-all mode or the per-call charge all mode (col. 4). 

Regarding claim 10, Amin discloses the method set forth in claim 7 wherein the 
first or second party activates the charge-all mode while the call is connected between 
the first and second parties and the activating party selects between activation of the 
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continuous charge-all mode or the per-call charge all mode (col. 4). 

Regarding claim 14, Amin discloses the method set forth in claim 1, further 
including the step: f) if charge-all mode has been arranged for none of the first and 
second subscribers, using normal billing procedures to determine billing of the variable 
charges for the call between the first and second subscribers (col. 4, lines 33-38). 

Regarding claim 15, Amin discloses the method set forth in claim 1, the billing 
step (step e)) further including the step: f) communicating a charge-all mode flag (fig. 3 
and its description) and billing events associated with the call to a billing center 
associated with the at least one subscriber (col. 4, lines 33-38). 

Regarding claim 16, Amin discloses a method of applying variable charges 
associated with a call (fig. 3, step 301) in a telecommunication network (fig. 1) to a first 
subscriber associated with a first party (wireless subscriber 10) to the call, wherein at 
least a portion of the variable charges are normally billed (fig. 3, steps 302-303 and SOS- 
SOS) to a second subscriber associated with a second party (wireline subscriber 70) to 
the call, the method including the steps: 

a) providing a charge-all mode whereby the first party or the first subscriber can 
activate the charge-all mode thereby arranging to have variable charges associated with 
the call (col. 4), including variable charges normally billed to the second subscriber, 
applied to the first subscriber (fig. 3 and its description); 
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b) connecting the call between the first party and the second party (fig. 3, step 

301); 

c) determining if charge-all mode was activated for the first subscriber (fig. 3, 
steps 302-304); and 

d) if charge-all mode was activated for the first subscriber, applying variable 
charges associated with the call, including variable charges normally billed to the 
second subscriber, to the first subscriber (fig. 3 and its description). 

Regarding claim 17, Amin discloses the method set forth in claim 16 wherein the 
first party is a calling party (fig. 3, 70) and the second party is a called party (fig. 3, 10) 
in relation to the call. 

Regarding claim 19, Amin discloses the method set forth in claim 17 wherein the 
first party uses a landline telephone device (70) to originate the call, the second party 
uses a mobile station (10) to answer the call, and the variable charges applied to the 
first subscriber include air time charges normally applied to the second subscriber 
("called party pays", see fig. 3 and its description). 

Regarding claim 20, Amin discloses the method set forth in claim 17 wherein the 
first party uses a telephone device (70) associated with a call center environment to 
originate the call, the second party uses a mobile station (10) to answer the call, and the 
variable charges applied to the first subscriber include air time charges normally applied 
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to the second subscriber ("called party pays", see fig. 3 and its description). 

Regarding claim 21 , Amin discloses the method set forth in claim 1 6 wherein the 
first party is a called party and the second party is a calling party in relation to the call 
(fig. 3 and its description). 

Regarding claim 23, Amin discloses the method set forth in claim 21 wherein the 
second party uses a landline telephone device (70) to originate the call and the variable 
charges applied to the first subscriber (10) include long distance charges normally 
applied to the second subscriber ("calling party pays", see fig. 3 and its description). 

Regarding claim 24, Amin discloses the method set forth in claim 21 wherein the 
second party uses a telephone device (70) associated with a call center environment 
("AT&T calling card" or "pre-paid calling card", see col. 4) to originate the call and the 
variable charges applied to the first subscriber (10) include local and long distance 
charges normally applied to the second subscriber ("called party pays", see fig. 3 and its 
description). 

Regarding claim 25, Amin discloses the method set forth in claim 21 wherein the 
second party (70) uses a pay phone ("AT&T calling card" or "pre-paid calling card", see 
col. 4) to originate the call and the variable charges applied to the first subscriber 
include local and long distance charges normally applied to the second subscriber 
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("called party pays", see fig. 3 and its description). 

Regarding claim 26, Amin discloses a telecommunication network (fig. 1) 
providing an infrastructure for connecting a telephone call (fig. 3, step 301) from a first 
party associated with a first subscriber (wireless subscriber 10) to a second party 
associated with a second subscriber (wireline subscriber 70), including: 

a first network (fig. 3, wireless system serving 10) serving the first party and 
adapted to provide a charge-all mode whereby the first party or first subscriber can 
arrange to have the first subscriber billed for variable charges associated with the call 
that are normally billed to the second subscriber (fig. 3, steps 302-303 and 305-308); 
and a second network (fig. 3, wireline system serving 70) in communication with the first 
network serving the second party and adapted to provide a charge-all mode whereby 
the second party or second subscriber can arrange to have the second subscriber billed 
for variable charges associated with the call that are normally billed to the first 
subscriber (fig. 3, steps 302-304). 

Regarding claim 27, Amin discloses the telecommunication network set forth in 
claim 26 wherein the first network includes at least one of a wireless network, a landline 
network, or a call center environment (fig. 3, wireless system serving 10). 

Regarding claim 28, Amin discloses the telecommunication network set forth in 
claim 26 wherein the second network includes at least one of a wireless network, a 
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landline network, or a call center environment (fig. 3, wireline system serving 70). 

Regarding claim 29, Amin discloses the telecommunication network set forth in 
claim 26, each of the first and second networks including: 

means for connecting the call between the first party and the second party (fig. 3, 
step 301); 

means for determining whether charge-all mode has been arranged for the first 
subscriber (fig. 3, steps 302-304); 

means for determining whether charge-all mode has been arranged for the 
second subscriber (fig. 3, steps 302-303 and 305-308); and 

means for billing the subscriber associated with at least one of the first and 
second subscribers for variable charges associated with the call that are normally billed 
to the other subscriber if charge-all mode has been arranged for at least one, but not 
both, of the first and second subscribers (fig. 3 and its description). 

Regarding claim 30, Amin discloses the telecommunication network set forth in 
claim 29, further including: means for communicating a charge-all mode flag (col. 3) and 
billing events associated with the telephone call to a billing center associated with at 
least one of the first and second subscribers (col. 4). 

Regarding claim 31, Amin discloses the telecommunication network set forth in 
claim 26, further including: a first telephone device adapted for the first party to activate 
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and cancel the charge-all mode (col. 3); and a second telephone device adapted for the 
second party to activate and cancel the charge-all mode (col. 3, lines 55-58). 

Regarding claim 32, Amin discloses the telecommunication network set forth in 
claim 31 wherein the first telephone device is selected from the group of a mobile 
station, a landline telephone device associated with a local exchange, a landline 
telephone device associated with a call center environment, and a pay phone (fig. 3 and 
its description). 

Regarding claim 33, Amin discloses the telecommunication network set forth in 
claim 31 wherein the second telephone device is selected from the group of a mobile 
station, a landline telephone device associated with a local exchange, a landline 
telephone device associated with a call center environment, and a pay phone (fig. 3 and 
its description). 

Regarding claim 34, Amin discloses the telecommunication network set forth in 
claim 31 wherein at least one of the first and second telephone devices include a 
special key for activation and cancellation of the charge-all mode (col. 3, lines 55-58). 

Regarding claim 35, Amin discloses the telecommunication network set forth in 
claim 26, the first network including: a first charge-all mode logic adapted to detect 
activation and cancellation of the charge-all mode by the first party and first subscriber 
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(fig. 3 and its description); the second network including: a second charge-all mode 
logic adapted to detect activation and cancellation of the charge-all mode by the second 
party and second subscriber (col. 3, lines 55-58 and col. 4). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 5 is are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Amin 
in view of Rosenberg (US-2003/0013434). 

a) Regarding claim 5, Amin discloses all the limitations as recited in the rejection 
of claim 1 . But, Amin does not particularly show wherein the providing step includes 
providing a web page accessible to the first subscriber to activate and cancel the 
charge-all mode, wherein the web page is associated with a wireless service provider 
associated with the first subscriber. However, Rosenberg clearly teaches "The wireless 
services are selected by the wireless device user by means of an activation web site. 
The activation web site contains on-line forms to enable a wireless device user to 
submit device-specific, personal, and financial information to the wireless service 
provider. The information is provided for registering the wireless device on the wireless 
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network and billing the wireless device user for accessing the wireless services" (see 
[0020]); therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the system of Amin as taught by Rosenberg in 
order to enable "a wireless service provider to automatically register a wireless device 
on a wireless network and a wireless device user to automatically activate wireless 
services on the wireless device". 

b) Claims 18 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Amin in view of Lundstrom (US-2002/01 83040) 

Regarding claim 18, Amin discloses all the limitations as recited in the rejection 
of claim 17, wherein the first party uses a first mobile station (10) to originate the call, 
the second party uses a telephone (70) to answer the call, and the variable charges 
applied to the first subscriber include air time charges normally applied to the second 
subscriber ("AT&T calling card" or "pre-paid calling card", see col. 4). But, Amin does 
not particularly show wherein a telephone is a second mobile station. However, 
Lundstrom clearly teaches wherein a telephone is a second mobile station (fig. 1, 2); 
therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the system of Amin as taught by Lundstrom in order for 
"handling of reverse charge or collect calls in a mobile network" (see specification). 

Regarding claim 22, Amin discloses all the limitations as recited in the rejection 
of claim 21 , wherein the second party uses a telephone to originate the call and the 
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variable charges applied to the first subscriber include air time and long distance 
charges normally applied to the second subscriber. ("AT&T calling card" or "pre-paid 
calling card", see col. 4). But, Amin does not particularly show wherein a telephone is a 
first mobile station. However, Lundstrom clearly teaches wherein a telephone is a first 
mobile station (fig. 1,1); therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to modify the system of Amin as taught by 
Lundstrom in order for "handling of reverse charge or collect calls in a mobile network" 
(see specification). 



Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 11-13 and 36 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , the applied references fail to disclose or render obvious the 
claimed limitations that the method set forth in claim 10 wherein the activating party 
selects between retroactive application of variable charges for the call to the subscriber 
associated with the activating party and application of variable charges for the call to the 
subscriber associated with the activating party from the point of activation forward. 



Regarding claim 12, the applied references fail to disclose or render obvious the 
claimed limitations that the method set forth in claim 10 wherein the activating party 
cancels the charge-all mode while the call is connected between the first and second 
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parties and the canceling party selects between retroactive cancellation of variable 
charges for the call and cancellation of variable charges for the call from the point of 
cancellation forward. 

Regarding claim 13, the applied references fail to disclose or render obvious the 
claimed limitations that the method set forth in claim 1, further including the step: f) if 
charge-all mode has been arranged for both of the first and second subscribers, 
performing a racing condition resolution algorithm to determine billing of the variable 
charges for the call between the first and second subscribers. 

Regarding claim 36, the applied references fail to disclose or render obvious the 
claimed limitations that the telecommunication network set forth in claim 35, at least one 
of the first and second charge-all mode logics including: a racing condition resolution 
algorithm to determine billing of the variable charges for the call between the first and 
second subscribers if charge-all mode has been arranged for both of the first and 
second subscribers 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

a) Stevens discloses The calling party 12 then enters a response to the prompt 
of step 36. If the response indicates that the calling party declines to accept the charge 
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in decision block 38, then the call is terminated in step 40. On the other hand, if the 
calling party indicates that the charge is accepted in decision block 38... The charge 
could be credited entirely to the called party, or the charge could be split between the 
called party and the service provider. The SRP 20 then sends information to the switch 
16 to complete the connection between the calling party and the called party in step 19" 
(see specification). 

b) D'Amico discloses "the use of a Calling Party Pays (CPP) service permitting a 
subscriber to pay the cellular air time charges for selected callers. Other callers are 
instructed that they will be billed for these charges" (see abstract and specification). 

c) Ortiz discloses that "invention relates to both a method and apparatus for 
providing telephone answer supervision capable of detecting the completion of both 
national and international calls, which employ different answer confirmation formats, as 
well as to an autonomous pay telephone, such as a mobile telephone, incorporating the 
same" (see specification). 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Huy Q Phan whose telephone number is 571-272-7924. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8AM-6PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, George Eng can be reached on 571-272-7495. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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